CH: Doerenkamp Zbinden Award 2009 for
Toxicology in the 215 Century team

The Doerenkamp-Zbinden Foundation
for Alternatives in Biomedicine present-
ed the 2009 Doerenkamp-Zbinden Award
(with 25,000 CHF) to the individuals
who were instrumental in launching the
“Toxicity Testing in the 21%* Century — a
Vision and a Strategy” movement. The
“Tox-21C” movement involves the elab-
oration of the NAS/NRC vision report,
the alliance of various US federal agen-
cies and the resulting new EPA toxicity
testing strategy.

The individuals honored are: Daniel
Acosta, Jr.,, University of Cincinnati;
Melvin Andersen, The Hamner Insti-
tutes for Health Sciences; Henry An-
derson, Wisconsin Division of Public
Health; Chris Austin, National Institute
of Health; John Bailar III, University of
Chicago; Kim Boekelheide, Brown Uni-
versity; Robert Brent, Thomas Jefferson
University; John R. Bucher, US EPA;
Gail Charnley, Health Risk Strategies;
Vivian Cheung, University of Pennsylva-
nia; Ralph Cicerone, National Academy

of Sciences; Francis S Collins, National
Institutes of Health; Michael Firestone,
United States Environmental Protection
Agency (US EPA); George M. Gray, US
EPA; Sidney Green, Howard University;
Robert Kavlock, US EPA; Karl Kelsey,
Harvard University; Nancy Kerkvliet,
Oregon State University; Melissa Kram-
er, US EPA; Daniel Krewski, University
of Ottawa; Abby Li, Exponent, Inc.; El-
len Mantus, National Academy of Sci-
ences; Lawrence McCray, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology; Otto Meyer, The
National Food Institute; D. Reid Patter-
son, Reid Patterson Consulting; William
Pennie, Pfizer, Inc.; Robert Scala, Exxon
Biomedical Sciences (retired); Gina Solo-
mon, Natural Resources Defense Council;
Martin Stephens, The Humane Society of
the United States; Raymond Tice, Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences/National Toxicology Program,
James Yager, Johns Hopkins University;
Lauren Zeise, California Environmental
Protection Agency; Hal Zenick, US EPA

CH: ALTEX awards for Marcel Leist

Thomas Hartung

The article “The biological and ethical
basis of the use of human embryonic stem
cells for in vitro test systems or cell thera-
py” by Marcel Leist (Doerenkamp-Zbind-
en Chair for Alternative in vitro Meth-
ods, University of Konstanz, Germany),
Susanne Bremer (Institute for Consumer
Health and Protection, EU Joint Research
Center, Ispra, Italy), Patrik Brundin (Wal-
lenberg Neuroscience Center, Lund Uni-
versity, S-22184 Lund, Sweden), Jiirgen
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Hescheler (Institute of Neurophysiology,
University of Cologne, Germany), Ag-
nete Kirkeby (Memorial Sloan Ketter-
ing Cancer Center, Developmental Biol-
ogy, New York, USA; H. Lundbeck A/S,
Valby, Denmark), Karl-Heinz Krause
(Centre Medical Universitaire 1, Geneva,
Switzerland), Peter Porzgen (Hawaii Pa-
cific University, Kaneohe, USA), Michel
Pucéat (INSERM/Université-EvryUMR-
861, Evry, France), Mathias Schmidt

“Toxicity Testing in the 21% Century
— a Vision and a Strategy” closely par-
allels the vision of the DZF’s scientific
founder, the late toxicologist Gerhard
Zbinden, who long sought a paradigm
shift in toxicology. This report calls for a
collaborative effort across the toxicology
community to rely less on animal stud-
ies and more on in vitro tests using hu-
man cells and lower organisms, as well
as computational toxicology, to identify
chemicals with toxic effects. “Tox 21C”
was the center of discussions at WC7 in
Rome.

Franz P. Gruber (President of the DZF)
announced the award in Rome and con-
veyed the congratulations and sincere
gratitude of Hildegard J. Doerenkamp,
the co-founder of DZF, and Elisabeth
Zbinden, the widow of Gerhard Zbinden,
to the award winners.

The award sum of 25,000 CHF will be
used for an EU-US meeting on imple-
mentation of the Toxicology in the 21%
Century.
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(Nycomed GmbH, Konstanz, Germany),
André Schrattenholz (Proteosys AG,
Mainz, Germany), Naomi B. Zak (Cell-
Cure Neurosciences Ltd., Jerusalem,
Israel), Hannes Hentze (S*BIO Pte Ltd,
Singapore), published in ALTEX 3/2008
was chosen for the ALTEX Prize 2009 by
the editorial office and the advisory com-
mittee of ALTEX Edition.

In an ongoing ethical debate opinions of
different groups are based on varying sets
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